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I have gold and silver. 
_ [have precious jewels. 


Tam rich beyond my wildest dreams. 


But my dreams aXeh{-m ole) ant-me male laienalel ee 















In the 1600s and os merchant 
ships carried cargo around the world. 


They carried silks, cotton, iron, 
gunpowder, brandy and wine. 
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precious jewels. 


The merchant ships were not alone 
on the ocean. 


Violent, ruthless criminals sailed 
the seas in search of treasure. 


The merchant ships could be 
attacked at any time. 


Attacked bu... . 
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I cough up rum and water. 
Blood trickles from my face. 
I force open the chest with 
my knife. 


Gold and silver. 


Precious jewels. 


I laugh like a crazy man. 
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I laugh like a crazy man. 


[am rich beyond my 
wildest dreams. 


But I'm no rich gentleman. 
Some would say I’m evil. 
A thief. A pirate. 
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So how did I ceme to sail 
on a pirate ship? 





I was born in the docks. Rey 


I never knew my father. 





My mother died of a fever. 


I soon became a thief. 


A little thief with an empty belly. a 


I picked the pockets of gentlemen. Nees 


I dreamed of being rich. 





Iwas |4whenlwenttosea. = © 
~ Ahungry thiefonamerchant ship, 


The life was hard. eee a 
But lioved the feel ofthe ==. 0 = a 
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waves beneath me. aes eos 


[loved to climb the mast. eas 
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One night, I served the 
oe] >) el am alm ie) >) o\-1 Perils 

I thought he had fallen asleep. 
I drank his wine. 

I ate his food. 


. 


But the captain was not asleep. 
“You evil little thief!” he hissed. 


His whip tore at my face - 
cand chest. 
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One day, I was on watch. 


A ship appeared. 
Then up went a black flag. 





We fired our guns. 

We tried to escape, but we 
were too slow. 

The pirates slavelel <a 

like demons. 

Demons with pistols, axes 
and cutlasses. 
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They put burning matches — 


-brandy and gunpowder. 


The pirates tied up our captain. 


in his eyes. 

“Where's the gold?” 

q pirate hissed. 

But we carried no gold. 


The pirates took silks, 





Bat 0 Ke) (-mel| Mele lamcotelemelare 
fresh water. 


“Will you join us?” a pirate asked. 
My belly was emptvy. 

My face and chest had 

scars from my captain's whip. 


I helped the pirates toss my 
captain overboard. 
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I cough up rum and water. 


Blood trickles from my face. 


Now I have gold and silver. 


Now I am rich beyond my 
wildest dreams. 
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Now I was a pirate. | es eae 
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We set sail for warm oceans. 

We lay on the deck in the 

burning sun. 

Our bellies full of roasted turiie. 
‘Our bodies weak with wine and rum. 
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One day, a storm blew up. PER Hi ae 
Waves as high as mountains QR 2". 
lashed the ship. oo ey eee 
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One man’s legwas 
~ crushed by a barrel. 
We filled him with rum. 
. Then we held him down. 

The ship's carpenter 

fetched his tools.... 
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% We attacked many ships. 
x —. We took silks, cotton 
oo eo and brandy. - 


\ 
\ 


~~. We stole ropes, gunpowder, 

s food and fresh water. 
Sometimes we found aes 
coins or jewels. 

_ Iwas paid my fair share. 
But when we went ashore, 

_jtwassoonspent.  — 
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-There was treasure on 
a alexx-my.e] aanmeleqtel ary 
Ships that carried 
gold and silver. 


? 


Riches beyond a pirate’s 


wildest dreams. 


One day, we saw such a ship. 
A treasure ship bound for Spain. 
Up went our black flag. 
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They fired their guns. 
We fired back. 

_ They tried to escape, but 
were too fast. 





we 
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We swarmed onto their ship. 
We murdered some men. | 
_ We tied up others. 
~The ship was loaded with 
_ gold and silver. 
Emeralds, rubies and — 
other precious jewels. | 


Riches beyond my wildest dreams. 
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When we sailed away, our ship 
was heavy. _ , 
Heavy with stolen treasure. 















That night we were crazy with 
wine and rum. 

Ace Xe] ale melaleMiia-ce mole lame Ul any 
We toasted the devil and the 
Spanish king. 


We didn’t see the storm. 


A Bel-mcise)manmuaters 
came closer 
‘el ate pel (oXx-) am 








Waves as high as mountains 
lashed the ship. 

Her timbers creaked 

e] ale Mel wre [el.<-le 

Our treasure was 


washed overboard. 


The mast iene crashing 
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Iclung to the deck as the 


ship broke apart. 
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When I came to, the storm had passed. 
A chest lay beside me. 

A chest and a bottle of rum. 

That was when I knew I was rich. 


Rich beyond my wildest dreams. 
But my dreams have become a nightmare. 
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I know one day a ship will come. 


They ll find gold and silver and 
precious jewels. 


And the sun-baked bones of 
q pirate. 


A pirate rich beyond his 






wildest dreams.... 


then 
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~ . For as long as cargo, or merchant, ships have sailed 





e sha the world’s oceans, there have been pirates ready to 
_ steal the goods they carry. 


Pirates in the 1600s arid 1700s (the period when the 


story is set) were also known as buccaneers. Many 
began their careers as sailors on merchant ships or in 
the navy. Life in these centuries was hard, however, at 
sea and on land. Many sailors turned to a life of crime 
on a pirate ship'as a way to make their fortune and 
escape hardship. 


A pirate ship might have a-crew of 80 to 100 members. 
The pirates in one crew often came from many 
different countries and cultures. A pirate crew voted 
for their captain. Important decisions, such as where 
to sail to, were also decided by a vote. Every pirate 
crew had a written agreement, called a set of articles. 


~ This agreement listed the rules for life on board ship. 


It also. detailed how any loot would be divided up 


C between the crew, 
| ee B® | 
oe * 


Tf fe pirate. ahi was captured by the navy, the pirates 
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From the 1500s until the 1700s, Spanish ships 

f carried gold, silver and precious jewels from 

: South America back to Spain. Before it was 

\ sent to Spain, silver and gold was made into 
coins. Silver coins were known as pieces of 

_ €ight. Gold coins were called doubloons. 






. ¥ The cargo of one of these Spanish “treasure 
© “\... ships” would be worth millions of pounds 
— 2. in today’s money. 
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After hanging, a ae Hot = “at 
pirate’s dead body == SS se iS erie St ie 
might be placed in 

a gibbet and hung 

up in the docks as 
a warning to other 
pirates. This was 
known as “hanging 
in chains”. 
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MESSAGE I A BOTTLE 


ON YOUR OWN 


At the end of the story, the pirate 
is trapped on a tiny island. He 
knows he will not survive to enjoy 
his riches. Imagine you_are the 
doomed pirate. Write a’final letter 
to be thrown out to sea in the empty rum 

bottle. VWVhat do you want to tell the world about your life as 
q pirate? Are you sorry for living a life of crime? What are 
your final days and hours like marooned on the island? 





PIRATE 2 


OW YOUR OWN | WITH A PARTNER / IN A GROUP 


Many movies have an ending that allows for a sequel. 
Think up a plot for PIRATE 2, the sequel to the pirate’s story. 


¢ How does the pirate get off 
the island? 


¢ What does he do next? Does 
he go on to become a rich 
man, or does he lose his 
treasure chest to an enemy? 


\ 
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OWN / WITH A PARTNER / IN A GROUP 


I-life pirates often wore similariclothes to 


sdilors on merchant and navy ships. Then they 


customised their outfits with objects they 
stole such as expensive velvet jackets and 
elaborate hats and jewellery. Some pirates 
had many scars and missing body parts 
such as a leg, hand or eye. 


Imagine you are a costume designer 
creating the look for an |8th century pirate 
in gd new movie. Draw or use.a computer 
to create your pirate character’s costume. 


Will your pirate look stylish, flamboyant and 


sexy? Or will he be filthy, ugly and terrifying? 


Thanked to the s eieididns 2 ate « chatacters i in many books 
and movies, historical pirates are often thought of as exciting 
and romantic. In reality, however, pirates were criminals who 


sometimes tortured and murdered 


their victims. 


¢ How did you 


pirate character in the book? 
Did you sympathise with his 
decision to become a pirate? 
Did you like or dislike the 


character? 


¢ At the end of the story, did 
you feel sorry for the pirate, 


or did you fe 
terrible fate? 


- ILTWEF? A SAILOR? A PIRETE? 
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feel about the 


el he deserved his 
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ded pee balaw the 
arena, Then it was my 
turn to fight. Kill or, be 
killed! 


I’m waiting in the 
trench..I am so afraid. 
Tomorrow we go over 
the top. 


I cannot live as a slave 
any longer. Tonight, I 
will escape and never 
go back. 
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Another night. Another 


bombing raid. Will this 
night be the one when 
we don’t make it back? 


The ship is sinking into 
the icy sea. | don't want 
to die. Someone help us! 





They took my clothes 
and shaved my head. I 
was no longer a human. 
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ea One day, we saw a } 


ayes | treasure ship. ie 
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a Up went our black flag. 


eae OX They fired their guns. ac 
Bs We fired back. 


| They tried to escape, but we _ 
: were too fast.... | 
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